In multilingual countries, like Indonesia, the government usually declares a particular language to be the national language for political reasons. Declaring the national language is meant to bind the society, in order to achieve our goal to be an independent nation. "One nation, one language" has been a popular and effective slogan. Nationhood and independence have been very important political issues throughout the world. The symbolic value of a national language as unifying tool in the fight for independence was quickly appreciated by many countries during the colonization. Countries with hundreds of different regional languages then realized the importance of one national language not only as a lingua franca or official language, but also as a symbolic unifying function for the nations.
In Indonesia, despite of many regional languages, the government chose Malay language as national and official language. Even though Javanese was the most influential language that time but it had a complex linguistically marked politeness system based on relative status. So, it was impossible to apply this language as national language in the society. Malay was chosen because it had been used widely as a trade language.
II. THE HISTORY OF INDONESIAN LANGUAGE
From earliest recorded times Malay was, and still is, the native tongue of the people who live on both sides of the Straits of Malacca that separate Sumatra from the Malay Peninsula. Because the Straits have always been a busy sea thoroughfare, countless travelers and traders came into contact with its language. Over the centuries they bore Malay throughout the islands of Indonesia and the language became a widely used lingua franca, especially in coastal areas. This is one of the main reasons why, in the 20th century, Malay was chosen as the national language of the Indonesian republic and why it has played such an important role in forging Indonesia's unity.
Malay has also functioned as a court language. It was evidently the language of the Sumatra Empire of Sriwijaya (9th to 14th centuries). It was also the language of the greatest of all medieval Malay states, Malacca. When Malacca was subjugated by the Portuguese in 1511, its traditions were scattered far and wide and inspired the court culture of smaller successor states like Johor-Riau, Kelantan and Aceh. So modern Indonesian, too, basks in the
